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ABSTRACT

Wood has been used as a primary material for building houses in Thailand
since ancient times. It has given rise to a culture of craftsmanship and accumulated
wisdom that has been passed down from generation to generation, reflecting the
cultural identity and roots of communities and society. This body of knowledge is
considered an Intangible Cultural Heritage. Traditionally, such knowledge has been
transmitted within families or lineages of craftsmen, known by different names in
each region—for example, “Sala” in the North, “Chang” in the Central region, and
“Tuke” in the South, particularly within Malay communities. However, with the
emergence of modern construction methods that are faster, stronger, and more
convenient, people have increasingly turned away from traditional practices. As a
result, valuable cultural heritage is being abandoned, and the continuity of
woodworking knowledge is diminishing. This raises the question: how can this cultural
heritage of craftsmanship be preserved and sustained, particularly within the Malay
context?

“Tuke” refers to local master craftsmen who create valuable architectural
works, such as Wadi Al-Hussein Wooden Mosque (the 300-year-old mosque) in
Narathiwat and Aho Wooden Mosque (the 400-year-old mosque) in Pattani. However,
as there are fewer successors to inherit and continue this knowledge, these mosques
and other wooden architectures often lack proper maintenance and restoration, as
well as opportunities for further development. In Japan, knowledge of traditional
carpentry is transmitted through architecture itself—for example, Ise Shrine is
reconstructed every 20 years, allowing new generations to learn traditional
construction techniques (Teerapun Leelawanasuk, 2019). This leads to the question:
how can a similar model of knowledge transmission be adapted within the Malay

cultural context? Ban Huai Krathing, located in Krong Pinang District, Yala Province, is



a Muslim woodworking community (Waekaji, 2025) that originated from forest-clearing
settlements established by local craftsmen. The community has a strong relationship
with forest resources and has developed its own construction traditions. It still retains
traditional knowledge in construction techniques and vernacular architecture,
particularly among skilled woodworkers. This project proposes to use a mosque as a
tool to gather people and sustain local woodworking knowledge through participatory
construction. Rather than strictly preserving traditional forms, the project adapts and
extends existing knowledge into a contemporary wooden mosque suitable for
present-day users and built by the present generation (Yangnar Studio, 2023; Kéré
Architecture, 2001; Kundoo Architects, 2000).

The project, “Wooden Mosque Design for Transferring Local Malay Carpentry
Knowledge to the New Generation,” located in Ban Huai Krathing, Krong Pinang
District, Yala Province, aims to transmit knowledge through community participation,
using vernacular construction techniques in the making of the mosque. The project
utilizes the existing mosque site and expands it to approximately 4.7 rai, with land
donated by the community and financial support from external organizations such as
the Organisation of Istamic Cooperation (OIC), Dubai Charity Association, and WAMY.
The project consists of a handcrafted wooden mosque for daily prayers, an activity
courtyard for special events and Friday prayers, as well as supporting facilities.

In the long term, the project plans for the gradual replacement of the existing
mosque by planting 46 Lumpho trees and 26 Takian trees. After 20-40 years, these
trees will be harvested, and the existing mosque will be dismantled. The harvested
wood will be reused in the new construction: Takian wood will serve as the primary
structural system, while Lumpho wood will be processed into floor and ceiling
elements. The design emphasizes simple and straightforward vernacular construction
techniques, with a modular system that can be disassembled into small components.
This allows community members to participate in every stage—from cutting trees
and processing materials to carving details and assembling the structure. The mosque
is designed as an inclusive space for all ages and functions, including religious
activities, cultural learning spaces for Islamic studies and carpentry, as well as service

areas such as restrooms and ablution facilities. The outcome of the project is a



construction manual for the mosque, which serves as a transferable cultural heritage,
enabling people to study and learn traditional “Tuke” carpentry. In this way,

architecture becomes a tool for sustainable learning and cultural continuity.
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- Ei’mﬂyuﬁ‘Lm%‘auLLazL%uifmuiﬁ (Wood preparation and learning area)
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1 A a

- @UNUNIID1M1T (Cooking area)
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3.6.1 duitufiayvuin (Prayer area)
Usznaure

(%

- Nuaznunge (Male prayer area)

(%
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~ fiuflenuazyua (Ablution area)
- fiesagnunn (Prayer hall)
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~ Weniazmnawe (Male ablution restroom)
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A A 1% .
- WUNSEUFU (Learning area)
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¥
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