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ABSTRACT

Nakhon Si Thammarat Municipality Zoo, commonly known as Thung Tha Lad
Zoo, had been operating for over 40 years and was the only zoo in the upper
southern region of Thailand. However, on April 9, 2019, the municipality officially
ceased operations. Following this, the Department of National Parks, Wildlife and
Plant Conservation ordered the municipality to comply with the Wildlife Preservation
and Protection Act B.E. 2535 (1992), requiring all animals in its care to be transferred

to licensed zoos.

Over the years, the zoo had faced various criticisms, particularly regarding the
animals’ health, welfare, and mental well-being. This was largely due to outdated
animal housing systems, such as cages, enclosures, and pens, which prioritized human

viewing experiences over the quality of life of the animals.

In 2021, Nakhon Si Thammarat Municipality signed an academic memorandum of
understanding with Walailak University to reopen the zoo. The new development
plan emphasizes creating a more natural and animal-friendly environment, reducing
the use of cages and confined spaces, and promoting a habitat-based approach. This
transformation not only benefits animal welfare but also supports educational and
research opportunities for veterinary students. Additionally, the zoo holds strong
potential to become a key center for wildlife conservation and knowledge

dissemination in the future.
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